[bookmark: _GoBack]POLITICAL SCIENCE 
Each week in this course we have gone through a different theory of jurisprudence. We 
have also spent time inside of class and out going over actual court cases and applying the 
theories we learned to these cases. 
This final project allows you the opportunity to learn 
more about a Supreme Court case and about the importance of these legal theories. Below 
are the steps for completing this project.

1. For this project you will choose a case that the Supreme Court decided over the past three term between October 2015 and June 2018 (the 2015 through 2017 terms
I already chose my topic Samsung Electronics Co. v. Apple
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/samsung-electronics-co-v-apple/



2. For this project you will need to read three primary texts the majority opinion the petitioner’s main brief, and the respondent’s main brief. You are not required to read anything else outside of the course readings and you should not need to.The Example of the Materials section below explains how to access the briefs and opinions but let me know if you have any difficulties locating any of these documents.

3. The purpose of the project is to apply one or more of the theories we learned in class to your case.You will do this by reading the two briefs and the opinion and deciding which theory or theories best explain the arguments in the briefs and the argument adopted by the Court in its majority opinion. 


Paper
The paper should be a maximum of 2,000 words. There is no minimum word count. You will submit the paper electronically via Canvas. Make sure to include in text citations to the briefs, opinions, and any course materials you wish to incorporate.You should include citations to course material to justify your choice of a jurisprudential theory or theories. A citation to a brief may look like: [Brief for the Petitioner, p. 5], or [Majority Opinion, p. 5].  You must cite any material that is not uniquely your own.  Please also include a bibliography at the end. You may use any bibliographic style you like but please be consistent.


Example of Materials for a Case.
Let’s say you were interested in the immigration case Sessions v. Dimaya from the Court’s 2017 term.  You would first click on the link to the 2017 term: https://www.scotusblog.com/casefiles/terms/ot2017/.  Then you would click on the link to the case: 
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/lynch-v-dimaya/.  This is the case’s main page.  From here you can access the three primary sources you need.   Under the name of the case you will see the word “Opinion” with a date below it. For Dimayathe date was April 17, 2018. Click on that date to retrieve the opinion. Here is the link you should find: https://casetext.com/case/sessions-v-dimaya.  If you scroll down on the main case page you will see a section that says “Proceedings and Orders.” In this section you can find the two briefs you need. The Brief of the Petitioner come first. The link you should find in this case is: https://www.scotusblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/15-1498-pet-merits-brief.pdf.  The Respondent’s Brief will come next. The link to the brief in this case is: 
https://www.scotusblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/15-1498-respondent-merits-brief.pdf. 
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